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The company then submits an application (usually about 100,000 pages) to the FDA for approval, a process that can take up to two and a half years. After final approval, the drug becomes available for physicians to prescribe. At this stage, the drug company will continue to report cases of adverse reactions and other clinical data to the FDA.


Drug discovery and development has become longer and costlier process. Download : Download full-size image similar to approved drugs and hence the pharmaceutical companies tend to focus on analog research 1: 〈http://www.innovation.org/drug_discovery/objects/pdf/RD_Brochure.pdf〉 [accessed on 06.06.12].
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